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The conventional model of judicial decision-making is often Iranian Law and Legal Research
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premised on a deceptively simple logic: identify the applicable
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legal provision, match the facts to its terms, and derive the legally Summer 2026

prescribed result. Although this statute-centered approach may flET
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produce decisions that are formally correct, formal correctness
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does not necessarily amount to effective adjudication. A 10.22034/analysis.2026.738985

judgment may dispose of a case without resolving the underlying

dispute, leaving its causes intact and thereby generating further
litigation, appellate challenges, and prolonged judicial
proceedings. This article develops an alternative framework of
problem-oriented judicial decision-making, in which the central
inquiry shifts from “Which legal provision applies?” to “What is
the underlying problem, and how can the law be employed to
resolve it?” Under this model, adjudication remains firmly
constrained by law, but legal rules cease to function as the
exclusive starting point of judicial reasoning. The judge first
identifies the underlying structure and causes of the dispute,
considers its legal, economic, social, and prospective
dimensions, and then develops a legally defensible solution

capable of resolving the conflict in a durable manner. A
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The proposed shift is therefore not from law to judicial
discretion, but from mechanical legal matching to purposive,
analytically grounded, and solution-oriented
adjudication.Artificial intelligence may significantly
facilitate this transition. Tasks that are predominantly
mechanical—including identifying potentially applicable
provisions, detecting procedural defects, retrieving relevant
precedents, and conducting preliminary legal matching—can
increasingly be supported by Al systems, allowing judges and
lawyers to devote greater attention to functions requiring
contextual judgment, normative evaluation, and substantive
reasoning. The article accordingly proposes a layered
transition involving procedural reform, technological
infrastructure, a reorientation of judicial and professional
reasoning, and the development of problem-oriented
methods of legal argumentation and judgment-writing.At the
same time, the article cautions against replacing statutory
formalism with algorithmic formalism. AI hallucinations,
opacity, automation bias, unequal access to technology, and
the erosion of independent human judgment present serious
risks. It therefore advocates a human-in-the-loop model in
which artificial intelligence remains an analytical assistant
rather than a judicial decision-maker. Ultimately, the article
argues that Al should not displace human judgment; rather,
by assuming the mechanical dimensions of legal analysis, it
may create greater institutional space for what adjudication
most fundamentally requires: reasoned judgment directed
toward the lawful, substantive, and lasting resolution of
disputes.Keywords:  Problem-Oriented  Adjudication;
Judicial Decision-Making; Artificial Intelligence and Law;
Judicial Reasoning; Legal Formalism; Access to Justice;

Human-in-the-Loop AI; Administration of Justice.
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